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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER DEUTSCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2003

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably absent from the Chamber today during 
rollcall vote No. 227, No. 228 and No. 229. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ 
on all of these votes.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2003

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably 
detained due to official business as a member 
of an official Congressional delegation trav-
eling to North Korea and was not present for 
the following rollcall votes. Had I been 
present, I would have voted as indicated 
below. 

Rollcall No. 227—‘‘yes’’; 228—‘‘yes’’; 229—
‘‘yes.’’
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HONORING MICHAEL HERTIG 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I have the dis-
tinct pleasure to stand before this body of 
Congress today to recognize a American hero. 
Staff Sergeant Michael Hertig of the 3rd Infan-
try Division put himself in harms way to serve 
his country during both campaigns on Iraqi 
soil. 

At one stage during Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, Michael was leading his brigade back to 
headquarters. When he discovered an ex-
posed flank in the line, he placed his Bradley 
Fighting Vehicle in the middle of the gap, and 
engaged the enemy. Michael’s commanding 
officer claimed that his actions saved the lives 
of at least 15 soldiers, as he personally es-
corted several military ambulances through 
enemy territory. For these courageous actions, 
Michael will receive the Silver Star; the third 
highest military award designated solely for 
gallantry in action. Michael will also be pre-
sented with the Purple Heart for injuries he in-
curred when an Iraqi tank exploded next to his 
Bradley Fighting Vehicle. While he has lost 
some hearing in his right ear, Michael remains 
in high spirits. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot fully express my deep 
sense of gratitude for the sacrifice and her-
oism of this soldier and his family. Michael 
should know that this sacrifice will not be for-
gotten; America will be in his debt. Michael 
has done all Americans proud and I know he 
has the respect, admiration, and gratitude of 
all of my colleagues here today. Thank you, 
Michael, for your dedication and service to this 
Nation.

TRIBUTE TO MRS. BARBARA 
HARRIS 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2003

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a wonderful woman and outstanding 
educator, Mrs. Barbara Harris. Born in Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania and a graduate of 
Cheyney State College, Mrs. Harris has been 
a resident of Newark, New Jersey since 1969. 

On June 13, 2003 at the Galloping Hill Inn 
in Union, New Jersey, the Social Welfare 
Committee, the Bragaw Avenue School, family 
and friends will be honoring Mrs. Harris on the 
occasion of her retirement from the Newark 
Public School System. 

Beginning her work as an educator in Phila-
delphia, Mrs. Harris taught within the Philadel-
phia School System from 1962–1966. She 
then moved to Newark and has taught in our 
public school system since 1969. As a mem-
ber of the Education and the Workforce Com-
mittee here in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and a former teacher, I am extremely ap-
preciative and proud of the hard work and 
dedication of educators such as Mrs. Harris. 

In addition to her dedication within the 
classroom, Mrs. Harris has also dedicated her-
self to bettering the entire community. Volun-
teering with the United Way, late New Jersey 
State Senator Winona Lipman, as well as 
former Mayor Kenneth Gibson and Ralph 
Grant she also has served on many local, 
county and state committees for the Newark 
Teachers Association. 

A dedicated educator and citizen, Mrs. Bar-
bara Harris will certainly be missed within the 
Newark educational community. Mr. Speaker, 
I know that my colleagues here in the U.S. 
House of Representatives join me today in sa-
luting Mrs. Harris for her many years of edu-
cating our Nation’s children, wishing her the 
very best for the future.
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LITCHFIELD SESQUICENTENNIAL 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2003

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the city of Litchfield and honor its 
sesquicentennial this year. 

Said to be the highest point between St. 
Louis, Missouri and Terre Haute, Indiana, 
Litchfield was founded on August 24, 1853, 
and was named after Electus Bachus 
Litchfield, the man that brought the railroad to 
the area. The Terre Haute, Alton, and St. 
Louis railroad was essential to the develop-
ment of early Litchfield, and the town rapidly 
grew in size. 

The village was incorporated in 1856, and 
when the Civil War came five years later, 
Litchfield was the first city in the state of Illi-
nois to send men to fight for the Union. One 
company from Litchfield was used to help form 
the first regiment in the state of Illinois, the 
Seventh Illinois Volunteer Infantry. 

After the Civil War, the discovery of oil, gas, 
and coal in the area prompted more popu-
lation growth, and six railroads made their way 

through the city. The city grew even larger 
with the introduction of Route 66, the main 
highway between Chicago and Los Angeles, 
as tourists and travelers alike became familiar 
with Litchfield. The highway still runs through 
Litchfield today, and still brings in tourists from 
all over the world. 

Today, Litchfield is known as the hub of 
Central Illinois. One hour from both St. Louis, 
Missouri and Springfield, Illinois, it has be-
come the manufacturing and shopping center 
of the area. Nineteen manufacturers, sales 
and distribution centers are housed in the 
city’s two industrial parks. Also, with a newly 
constructed high school, Litchfield seems 
ready to continue its growth well into its next 
150 years. Lincoln Land Community College 
now has a center in the town as well, and the 
future of the area looks bright. 

Litchfield’s first 150 years have been full of 
growth. In celebrating its sesquicentennial this 
year, the city shows great dedication both to 
its history and to the people of its present. 
Several events are planned for the week of 
the Fourth of July, and I wish the city and its 
people the best in celebrating this significant 
milestone.
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HONORING FANNIE DICKENS 
PETWAY 

HON. FRANK W. BALLANCE, JR. 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2003

Mr. BALLANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Mrs. Fannie Petway, a native 
of Pinetop, North Carolina, who passed on to 
her reward Sunday, April 27, 2003 at the age 
of 97. Mrs. Petway was a devoted parishioner 
of Bethlehem Baptist Church of Rocky Mount, 
North Carolina. She is survived by her loving 
son Columbus Petway, and a host of other rel-
atives. 

Mrs. Petway’s doors were always open to 
discuss family issues and she helped raise 
many children and grandchildren. She would 
keep them in awe with the many stories she 
told about her experiences on the farm where 
many of the children in her life spent their 
summers. The men in her family reflect fondly 
when they would get a call from Fannie asking 
them to stop by and get something to eat—
and they would never say no, especially when 
wooed with her memorable peach cobbler and 
coconut cake, in spite of the fact that their 
wives had another meal waiting for them at 
home. Mrs. Petway is preceded in death by 
her daughter Annie Elizabeth Knight, her son 
Edward Petway, and daughters-in-law Eunice 
Irene Petway and Madie Moore Petway. She 
was the loving and proud grandmother to 
seven granddaughters and seven grandsons. 

Mrs. Petway’s gracious and warm smile will 
be deeply missed along with the many won-
derful memories and recipes she has left be-
hind. The blessing of her warmth and love 
have left a mark on those close to her and will 
be remembered vividly and fondly. My 
thoughts and prayers are with her loved ones.
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